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From the President

Dear Friends, 
 
The 50th Anniversary year of the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County has been a 
time to celebrate the accomplishments of an exemplary organization and a time to 
be confronted by the stark realization that more people need Legal Aid’s services 
today than ever before. 

In March, we gathered to celebrate five decades of providing high quality legal 
services to vulnerable low-income people at the gala And Justice for All Annual 
Awards Luncheon at the Four Seasons Silicon Valley at East Palo Alto. We honored 
the Silicon Valley office of DLA Piper LLP US, Tom Vacar, Consumer Editor KTVU, 
and Jay White, Esq; and were delighted by the remarks of Congresswoman Jackie 
Speier, a compelling keynote speaker who reminded us that Legal Aid achieves results that reflect our core  
values. Our community is stronger when we ensure our most vulnerable members have access to the most  
basic of human needs: shelter, safety, food and health care.

All year long, the general economic downturn has led to an increased demand for Safety Net services as the 
ranks of the “newly” low-income have continued to swell. Legal Aid is the last resort for those who are denied 
government food and subsistence income benefits. 

Legal Aid’s eviction prevention program has also seen explosive growth in the past year, spurred in part by the 
foreclosure crisis. Legal Aid’s three housing clinics have seen a 91% increase in the number of clients since July 
of last year. Sadly, there is no sign of this trend slowing. 

This fall, Legal Aid received word from Executive Director M. Stacey Hawver that she will be stepping down at 
the end of the year to pursue other interests. Stacey has been at Legal Aid since 1990, soon after her gradua-
tion from Stanford Law School, first as a staff attorney, then as Directing Attorney and starting in 2002, as Ex-
ecutive Director. Stacey has been an integral member of the Legal Aid family, and we will miss her contributions 
greatly. We wish her every success in this next chapter of her life. In the meantime, the Board of Directors is in 
the midst of a national search for a dynamic new Executive Director who will lead the organization into its next 
half century of helping vulnerable low-income people improve their lives through equal access to justice. 

Despite the difficult economy, the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County continues to operate in a fiscally 
prudent manner. We continue to seek funding from new and existing sources and hope to do everything  
possible to avoid cut backs in program services. This year Legal Aid was fortunate enough to receive a  
challenge grant from the Sobrato Family Foundation, who will match every dollar donated up to $50,000.  
So please, make your stretch gift knowing it will be twice as effective this year. Donate now at  
www.legalaidsmc.org or use the enclosed remit envelope. 

Legal Aid’s 50th Anniversary has provided us with a great occasion to reflect on and celebrate the hundreds of 
people who have aided us in our mission. Community supporters, attorneys, judges, local officials, volunteers 
and our board of directors and staff have all dedicated their time and support to ensure that Legal Aid was 
there for thousands of children, families and seniors in our community who had nowhere else to turn. Thank you 
for being part of our family. Please join me with your continuing support of the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County today and ensure that we will continue to be there for those who need us the most. 

Thank you in advance. 

Sincerely,

Lynne Esselstein
President

P.S.	 Don’t forget that Legal Aid has received a generous challenge grant from the Sobrato Family Foundation. 
Your donation will be twice as effective this year. 



2

Accomplishments

In today’s difficult times low-income people come to Legal Aid to get help  
accessing the basics of life. Some never thought they would need to come.  
They ask: Will I have a place to live tomorrow? — How will I feed my children? 
— or — My spouse is so angry. Can my children and I be free from abuse? 
With an urgency responsive to the overwhelming need, Legal Aid attorneys 
are working tirelessly to provide answers to low-income individuals in need, 
to ensure equal access to justice becomes a reality for all.

Children: Improving Lives for Kids with Disabilities 

Pedro has spastic diplegia, cerebral palsy, numerous health concerns 

and developmental delays. He is only ten years old and spends 

most of his time in a wheelchair. Pedro had an extremely limited 

ability to communicate and his mother was having difficulty  

getting him the services he needed so he could progress at his 

school. Pedro’s mother felt that the school staff had simply given  

up on Pedro. She was sure that with the services he needed he 

would be able to do better so she came to Legal Aid for help. 

An attorney from the Kids in Crisis program represented Pedro at 

numerous Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meetings and worked 

with the school district to get the speech and language therapy Pedro needs. Now that the school 

recognizes Pedro’s potential, he has academic goals written into his IEP plan, and is learning to read 

words and do simple arithmetic. In addition, the attorney worked with California Children’s Services 

to help Pedro get a brand new electric wheelchair; now he can move more freely on the playground. 

When you ask Pedro if he likes school now, he’ll give you a big grin and a “thumbs up”. Pedro’s 

mother knows that there is still much work to do to ensure that her son is able to reach his full  

potential, but the smiles on Pedro’s face these days tell her that he’s on his way.

[To protect client confidentiality, names have been changed.]
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Teens: Advocating for Teens in Need

Andrea, age 17, and her two children, ages 3 and 1, 

had nowhere safe to live. For months they had been 

living with the children’s father in a garage, but the 

place wasn’t safe for Andrea and her boyfriend, 

much less the children. There were too many people 

in the house, no electricity and no water, and the 

owner was sending eviction notices. At night, rats 

ate any food that wasn’t secured and made Andrea 

afraid for her kids. Andrea stayed because she was 

too young to rent an apartment and her mother, 

with five kids of her own, couldn’t give her a place 

to live. 

When Andrea came to Legal Aid, a Teen Parent 

program attorney advised her that she was eligible 

for child care assistance because her mother had 

received welfare benefits for Andrea and her older 

child in the past. The attorney helped Andrea enroll 

in the post-welfare child care assistance program, 

and referred her to GED and ROP classes. With child 

care, Andrea was able to enroll in school and find 

a part-time job, enabling her to apply to become 

legally emancipated. As an emancipated minor, she 

qualified for homeless assistance programs and was 

able to move to a shelter with her children. She and 

her boyfriend then found a room to rent near her 

mother’s home, and thanks to the Legal Aid attorney, 

were able to feel secure and safe. 

Families: Helping Make Homes Habitable

A local school referred a family with two young  

children to Legal Aid when their ten year old child 

came to class with cockroaches crawling out of his 

backpack. One of the Legal Aid HomeSavers  

attorneys and a city code inspector went to the 

dwelling for an inspection, and found an extreme 

cockroach infestation, sewage in the driveway and 

other infractions of the habitability law. In order to 

put pressure on the landlord to make necessary 

repairs, the attorney wrote a strongly-worded letter, 

citing the Code violations and asking the landlord  

to make appropriate remedies. Conditions in the 

apartment were so horrendous that the family 

stayed in a motel until repairs could be made.  

The landlord began making repairs and waived 

rent to compensate the family for the hardship they 

endured. Thanks to Legal Aid’s advocacy, this family 

will no longer live in squalor.
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Adults with Disabilities: Stopping Homelessness

Deirdre, a disabled mother with three small children, applied 

for disability benefits when she could no longer work. Her  

sister Sari helped as her much as she could by loaning money 

to Deirdre while she waited for Social Security to process her 

application. But when Deirdre was found disabled by the  

Social Security Administration, she was told that she was not 

eligible for benefits because they believed the money her 

sister had given her was a gift rather than a loan. Deirdre  

attempted to appeal her denial, but was told that an appeal 

was unnecessary. Social Security told her to simply reapply  

for benefits.

Deirdre and her sister, frustrated and confused, came to  

Legal Aid for help. The Clients’ Rights Advocate attorney filed 

an appeal with Social Security on Deirdre’s behalf. Deirdre’s 

application was denied again on appeal, forcing the attorney 

to request a hearing with an Administrative Law Judge. The attorney recommended that Deirdre  

file a new application for benefits, which was approved, and Deirdre began to receive benefits in  

April 2008. Without income in the meantime, Deirdre and her children had become homeless. The  

attorney represented Deirdre at her hearing, and won Deirdre retroactive benefits from the time of 

her original application. Now, thanks to Legal Aid’s representation Deirdre and her children will be 

able to afford housing. 

Accomplishments, continued
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Seniors: Sheltering Abuse Victims 

Kathryn was scared for her safety in her own home. Several years ago, the 83-year-old let her 

daughter, Laura, and Laura’s two children move in with her. They never paid rent. Laura began 

to verbally, physically and financially abuse Kathryn. Laura gave her son Kathryn’s Social Security 

Number so he could get credit cards. He also forged checks on Kathryn’s bank account. They 

stole thousands of dollars from Kathryn 

before she found out. Kathryn even had 

to keep her groceries locked in her car 

because Laura and her sons would eat her 

food. When one of Laura’s angry rages 

frightened Kathryn, she tried to call 911, 

but Laura grabbed the phone from her and 

pushed her. Kathryn was extremely fearful 

for her safety from that point on. 

After the death of one of Laura’s sons, 

Laura became even more frightening. With 

the help of concerned family members, Kathryn got a temporary restraining order, but she 

wasn’t sure what to do next. Someone told Kathryn about Legal Aid and she called to make an 

appointment. An attorney from the Senior Advocates program met with Kathryn and advised 

her about her options. Legal Aid asked an attorney from Cooley Godward Kronish to represent 

Kathryn at the hearing for the permanent restraining order. At the hearing, the judge granted 

Kathryn a 5-year permanent restraining order. Thanks to the advocacy of Legal Aid and the  

efforts of her pro bono attorney, Kathryn is now able to live in peace in her home. 
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Aaronson Dickerson 
Cohn & Lanzone, APC
Linda Noeske

Aaron, Riechert, Carpol 
& Riffle
Sarah Brooks
Kathleen Durrans
Jessica Harris
Melissa Karlsten
Brian Kulich
Cindy Petropoulos
Andrea Pierotti

AES
Elizabeth Wenzel

Apple Inc.
Jeff Hyman

Baker & McKenzie LLP
Erika Andersen
Sebastian Diaz-Ortiz
Sharlyn Dreyfus
Susan Eandi
Kelly Going
Benjamin Ho
Vladimir Jevremovic
Ashley Kimball
Jennifer Kirk
Ute Krudewagen
Ivan Morales
Ana Pena
Eduardo Penacoba
Taylor Reid
Mark Roche
Gerald Salcido
Matthew Schulz
Brian Tomkiel
Christopher VanGundy
Stephanie Villasenor
Brian Wong
Keith Wurster
Jenny Yeh

Bingham McCutchen
David Beach
Perry Grossman
Sheila Pierce
Leila N. Qutami
Alexis Sinclair

Carr, McClellan,  
Ingersoll, Thompson 
& Horn
Julie C. Lanz 

Cooley Godward  
Kronish LLP
Maureen Alger
Guillermo Alvarez
Margaret Baer
Bryan Boyle
Margaret Branick-Abila
Wendy Brenner
Robert Brigham
Jennifer Brown
Linda Callison
Valerie Castelo
Marcia Chang
Joseph Charles
Allison Cheung
Iain Cunningham
Scott Devereaux
James Fulton, Jr.
Nora Go
Kara Hagen
Lena Haslund
Christine Hsieh
Scott Hsu
David Hung
Daniel Kim
Brandon Kimura
Sale Kwon
Ilana Landsman
Jamie Celeste Lawrence
Rose Legarda
Aimee Logan
Neha Marathe

Lori Mayall
Heather A. Navarro
Shaina Nishimoto
Sudhir Pala
Mita Patel
James Penning
Scott Petersmeyer
Janice Phillips
Michael Pisetsky
Adam Pivovar
Meghana RaoRane
Marina Remennik
Hans Riegels
Einat Sandman
Glen Sato
Mark Smith
Sean Stenstrom
Winston Su
Erica Tierney
Adam Trigg
Jessica Valenzuela  
	 Santamaria
David W. Van Etten
Edward Van Gieson
Anita Vasudevan
Bin Wang
Brett White
Marjorie Wilbur

Cotchett, Petre &  
McCarthy
Jessica Curiale
Maybelle Dominguez
Nirav Engineer
Tracy Lim
Ryan O. Manuel
Patrick Menzel 
Niki B. Okcu
Jenny Song

Davis Polk & Wardwell
Jeremy Brodsky
Niki Fang
Peter Lamb

Rosanna Lipscomb
Sarvenaz Madi
Caroline Perry
Steve Salmon
Julie Saranow

Dechert LLP
Justin Francis Boyce
Richard Cutler
Heidi Guetschow
Tina Soriano

De lta & Lowe, LLP
Nancy Ligon De Ita

DLA Piper LLP US
Pamela Anderson
Flavia Berys
Nickolas Bohl
Renee Chantler
Vicky Collman Brown
Rajiv Dharnidharka
Veronica Diaz
Steven Gibson
William Goldman
Diana Hall
Michael Hynes
Sal Lim
Marvin Meisel
Sally Meyner
Ranjit Narayanan
Trina Oettinger
Alicia Perhoples
Jason Perscheid
Eric Ryan
Laurie Scola
Daniel Seubart
Michael Standlee
Aaron Wainscoat
Julia Winert
Erica Wray
Brent Yamashita
Jake Zolotorev

Legal Aid Volunteers

Legal Aid is deeply grateful to the exceptional attorneys, paralegals, pro 
bono coordinators and other volunteers who donate their time, energy, 
and expertise to our pro bono programs, and lead our committees. 
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Fenwick & West LLP
Adam Jacobowitz
Julie Park
Rita Tan
Edgar Tirado

Flicker, Kerin, Kruger & 
Bissada LLP
Michèle M. Bissada
Kristen Emmons
Brittany Greene

Gibson, Dunn &  
Crutcher LLP
Marcie Areias
Lindsey Blenkhom
Paul Collins
Sara Duncan
Kareem Ghanem
Joseph Guzzetta
Rebecca Justice Lazarus
Jenna Musselman
Timothy Roake
Michael Smith
Raymond Yee

Goodwin Procter LLP
William Davisson

Greenberg Traurig LLP
James Soong
Lauren Walz

Hanson Bridgett LLP
Megan Thompson
Julia H. Veit

Howrey LLP
Gregory Storey
Mike Herman,
	 Summer Intern

Intel Corporation
Evangelina Almirantearena

Lawrence Bennett
Donald Conant
Sarah Flanagan
Blanca Guinto
Richard Gutierrez
Wendy Lim
Pat Terranova
Marc Townsend

Jones Day
Eric Cha
Kwan Chan 
Junelle Harris
Joshua Kim
Peter Nestor

Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Peter Chang
Avinash S. Lele
Benjamin Ostapuk
Kyra Sanin
Roy Wang
Gu Zhuangia

Knapp & Viola P.C.
Kelly Shindell

Latham & Watkins LLP
Jonas Anderson
Dave Bebb
Francesco Benavides
Adriana Cole
Daniel Crim
Lien K. Dang
Scott Dommes
Michael Elisofon
Andrea L. Groves
Jacqueline C. Haggarty
Jaleel A. Kairi
Amy Kim
Elif Kimyacioglu
Jenny Lam
Gabriel Meyer
Benjamin A. Potter

Patrick Snyder
Jay D. Trickett
Sara T. Wickware

Law Office of  
Anthony D. Prince
Anthony David Prince

Law Office of Cynthia 
Schreurs
Cynthia Schreurs

Law Offices of Margaret 
L. Martin
Margaret L. Martin

Law Offices of Timothy 
C. Wright
Timothy C. Wright

Manatt, Phelps &  
Phillips LLP
Gail Abbas
Kate Bartow
Katerina Bohannon  
	 Hertzog
Adria Cheng
Laura Franco
Eugene Hahm
Robin Kennedy
Imran Khaliq
Chris LeGras
Pilar Loyola
Pamela Merkadeau
Tamara Shepard
Leah Shough
Lauren Tang
Joshua Taylor
Ritchie Travis
Michelle Zagazeta
Cristin Zeisler

McDermott Will & Emery 
Terry Ahearn

Daniel Alberti
Thomas Brown
James Bryan
Timur Engin
Alexis Garcha
Thomas George
John Gilmore
Jennifer Gossain
Dov Greenbaum
Andrew Kumamoto
Vinod Mapranath
Phillip Ou
Sue Xia

McGlashan & Sarrail
Colleen McAvoy
Cynthia Lemus

Microsoft Corporation
Raci Oriona Spaulding

Morgan, Lewis &  
Bockius LLP
Karen Abesamis
Kavita Aggarwal
Jill Bartow
Lorraine Casto
Karen Dancisak
Harry Doscher
Gregory Gex
Darcy Paul
Melinda Riechert
Yaghoubi Shokoh
Rita Tautkus
Gary Williams
Gilbert Wong
Roy Zemlicka
Yue Zhu

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Chris Callegari

(continued next page)
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Nixon Peabody LLP
Lisa Chapman
Joshua Henderson
Karolyn Plummer
Whitney Pope
Nicole Reidy
Janet Sadoff
Gregory Schopf
Brian Smith

Orrick, Herrington &  
Sutcliffe LLP
Jason Angell
Aimee Buckland
Kristin Cornuelle
Rene Kathawala
Tran Ly
Denise Mingrone
Matthew Poppe
Michael Spillner
Stacey Stillman
Jill Ann Sullivan
Theresa Sutton
Richard Swope

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 
& Walker LLP
Keren Hu
Colin Kelley
Sarju Naran
Gisu Sadaghiani
Peter Stone

Perkins Coie LLP
Campbell C. Chiang

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart 
Oliver & Hedges, LLP
Mary McNeill
Maureen Ryan

Ropes & Gray LLP
Jane Bu
Karen Christiansen
Adam Goldman

Sonnenschein Nath & 
Rosenthal LLP
Rachel Repka

Tenax Law Group, P.C.
Edna Basa

Townsend and Townsend 
and Crew LLP
Heidi Kim

Weil, Gotshal &  
Manges LLP
Kate Borun
Anne Cappella
Paula Whitten

Wilson Sonsini  
Goodrich & Rosati
Carole Bellis
Ashley Chuang
Darin H. Donovan
Lawrence Kong
Elena Kouvabina
Analisa Pratt
Andrea Scheley
Michael Schlemmer
Danielle Shelbourne
Kazuko Shintani
Mark Warnick

Individual Attorneys
John Alden
Debbie Appel
Albert Carrera
Rebecca Fewkes
Kayla Grant
Raechel Groom Ferreira
Cindy Liou
Daniell Newman
Han Nguyen
Diana Olin
Agnieszka Purves
Rosalind Yoo

Cooley Godward  
Kronish LLP
Eric Batill
Robin Bennett
Peter Chang
Shih-Yo Shawn Cheng
Jonathan Kahn
Lisa MacDonald
Javier Torres
Sonia Valdez
Julie VanRoo
Jeffrey Walker

DLA Piper LLP US
Alex Cierny
Rachel Freedberg
Elliot Katz
Chang Kim
Avra Lazear
Jennifer Lee

Goodwin Proctor LLP
Ruchi Kwatra
Mark Schenkel

Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Amir Amiri
Patrick Bageant
Eric Cheng
Chad Clark
Charles Clinger
Ryan Cunningham
Ashley Hannebrink
Seth Harp
Jessica Isokawa
David Lee
Mark Liang
Hannah Sargent
Jonathan Swisher
Dmitriy Tishyevich

Manatt, Phelps &  
Phillips LLP
William Broome

McDermott Will & Emery 
Cary Chien
Mark Hernandez
Dyanna Quizon
Trina Ruhland
Shane Smith

Morgan, Lewis &  
Bockius LLP
Vivek Ganti
Jennifer Hane
Peter Nagle 
Linda Rangel

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP
Dane Dunson
Christopher Franklin
Tracy Huang 
 QuynhChi Nguyen

Weil, Gotshal &  
Manges LLP
Sumeet Ajmani
Michelle Berger
Aaron Brauer-Rieke
Evan Budaj
Bob Chen
Jon Cooper
Vipul Kumar
Bernard Lam
Nicola Carah Menaldo
Ashley Nutter
Vera Ranieri
Caity Ross West
Gail Su
Amy Zhang

Legal Aid Volunteers, continued Summer Associates 
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Ronald I. Gevurtz
James R. Kaspar
Jack Pepper
Ralph Reda
Jay C. White 

Taproot Foundation Project 
Volunteers

Lydia Chan
Annie Cheng
Margaret Greanias
Hank Harper
Anne Kappmeyer
Kim Mattan

Peninsula Family Advocacy 
Program Volunteers 

Hastings Law School
Trinh Phan

Individual
Kim Crockett
Anne Hill

Stanford Law School
Kathryn Blair
Susan Champion
Elan Dagenais
Molly Knobler
Ashley Issacson-Woolley
Jessica Ou
Richard Robinson
Marc Williams

Stanford University
Alicia Kriewall
Caroline Kusin

University of Southern California
Amy Su

Cooley Godward Kronish LLP
Valerie Castelo        
David Hung        
Ilana Landsman        
Rose Legarda        
Neha Marathe         
Lori Mayall           
 
Dechert LLP
Craig Allison        

DLA Piper LLP US
Flavia Berys        
Ranjit Narayanan        

Hewlett-Packard
Bruce Ives
Aimee Kraschinsky
Gina Signorello 

Jones Day 
Henry Welch        

Perkins Coie LLP
Campbell Chiang        

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Gary Williams        
Gilbert Wong        
Shokoh H. Yaghoubu        

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Christopher Callegari        

Orrick, Herrington &  
Sutcliffe LLP
Kristin Cornuelle    
Stacey Stillman        

Skyline Community 
College, Paralegal  
Program 
Alicia Bartolme        
Gina Brown        
Judy Pitts   

Symantec Corporation
Jaime Barclay       
Nicolle Cowger        
Gina Dunleavy        
Matt Gainer        
Eunice Kim        
Nora Naylor       
Marie Noto        
Mona Ramamurthy        
Sofie Romero    
Judy Shu        
Vibeke Simonsen        
Peggy Song        

Individual
Elijah Angote
Elizabeth Angulo
Aimee Buckland
Astrid Donnelly
Raechel Groom Ferreira
Dana Kornfeld
Beverly Lamberson
Tatiana Lens
Rima Malouf
Venugopal Menon
Blake Merlo
Marina Paoli
Edward Ruiz
Christina Saldana

Legal Aid Emeritus Attorneys 
and Advocates

Housing Clinic Volunteers
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Endowment Board 

Co-Chairs:	 Michael Callahan
	 Executive Vice President,  
	 General Counsel & Secretary, Yahoo!
	 Joseph W. Cotchett
	 Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy

George Corey	 Corey, Luzaich, Pliska,  
	 De Ghetaldi & Nastari LLP
Boris Feldman	 Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Renee Lanam 	 Chief Development Officer  
	 & Secretary, Equinix, Inc.
Janette Leonidou	 Leonidou & Rosin P.C.
James E. Lyons	 Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
	 & Flom LLP

And Justice For All Luncheon Committee
 
Co-Chairs:	 Ellen Winick Stross
	 Berra Stross & Wallacker
	 Lori Lutzker
	 Carr, McClellan, Ingersoll, Thompson 
	 & Horn

Chair Emeritus:	 George R. Corey
	 Corey, Luzaich, Pliska, De Ghetaldi  
	 & Nastari LLP

Karen Ikeda Ballack	 Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP	
Michèle Bissada	 Flicker, Kerin, Kruger  
	 & Bissada LLP
Kirsten Keith	 The Law Offices of Kirsten Keith
Donna Lanam
Brian Levey	 eBay Inc.
Daniell Newman				  
Sheila Pierce	 Bingham McCutchen
Sarah Slayen	 Latham & Watkins LLP
Susan Uccelli, CSR	 Uccelli & Associates,
	 Certified Shorthand Reporters
Timothy C. Wright	 Law Offices of Timothy C. Wright

Senior Advocates Advisory Committee 

Legal Aid Golf Classic Committee

Co-Chairs:	 Yar Chaikovsky
	 Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP
	 Ronald F. Garrity
	 Simpson, Garrity, Innes & Jacuzzi P.C.

Chair Emeritus:	 Rich Berra
	 Berra Stross & Wallacker

Suzanne Bonotto	 Carr, McClellan, Ingersoll,  
	 Thompson & Horn
Laura I. Bushnell	 Latham & Watkins LLP
Candy DeSouza	 De Souza & Associates 
	 Certified Shorthand Reporters
Mark Doiron	 Wells Fargo Bank		
Kathy Gilles	 White & Case LLP
Deborah Landstrass	 Carr, McClellan, Ingersoll, 
	 Thompson & Horn
Howard Pollack	 Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Charles Rible	 Fimmel, Justman & Rible
Walt Shjeflo	 Fox, Shjeflo, Hartley  
	 & Babu LLP
Susan Uccelli, CSR	 Uccelli & Associates 
	 Certified Shorthand Reporters

Andre Belarmino
Nina Elsohn
Harry Farmer
Nancy Hall
Teresa Hurtado

Sandra L. Lang
Ming Tak Leong
Craig McCulloh
Mary Pappas
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Health Consumer Center of San Mateo County Oversight Committee

Venancio Acebedo 	 Healthways
Rachel Arnow	 Office of Congresswoman Anna G. Eshoo
Michelle Bennett	 Golden Gate Regional Center
Marmi Bermudez	 San Mateo County Children’s Health Initiative
Michelle Blakely	 First 5 San Mateo County
David Burroto	 Office of Senator Leland Yee
Felix Chin	 Myanmar Community of the United States of America
Regina Cruz	 Healthways
Gloria Flores-Garcia	 El Concilio of San Mateo County/Nuestro Canto de Salud
Cheryl Goldfarb Greenwood	 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
Anita Gomez	 Self Help For the Elderly
Lorena Gonzales	 San Mateo County Human Services Agency
Diana Gray	 Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program
Alexa Johansen	 Center for Independence of the Disabled, Inc.
Barbara Kammerlohr	 Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program
Claudia Lopez	 San Mateo County Children’s Health Initiative
Gail McCann	 Women’s Enrichment Center
Gracie Medina	 Redwood City Clinic, Samaritan House Free Clinic
Kent Mickelson	 Center for Independence of the Disabled, Inc.
Rosa Maria Oceguera	 San Mateo County Mental Health Services
Mary C. Pappas	 Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program
Marc Hershman	 Office of Assemblymember Jerry Hill
Sosefina Pita	 San Mateo County Children’s Health Initiative
Ray Pittsinger 	 Center for Independence of the Disabled, Inc.
John Ragosta	 Advocates for Children
Rinna Del Rosario	 San Mateo County Human Services Agency
Margo Rosen	 Office of Congresswoman Jackie Speier
Leafa Tuita Taumoepeau	 Taulama for Tongans
Melieni Falemaka Talakai	 San Mateo County Health Services Agency

	
Peninsula Family Advocacy Program Advisory Committee 

Lisa Chamberlain, MD, MPH	 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Harvey Cohen, MD, PhD	 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Lindsey Evans, MSW	 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Cheryl Goldfarb-Greenwood, RNC, MN	 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Lynne Huffman, MD	 Children’s Health Council
Jack Komejan, LCSW 		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Nicole Marsico, MD 		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Larry Marshall, Esq. 		 Stanford Law School
Fernando Mendoza, MD 		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Candace Roney 		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Sherri Sager		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Sheetal Shah, Esq. 		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
Ewen Wang, MD 		 Stanford University Medical Center
Dana Weintraub, MD 		 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford
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Financial Highlights

Expenses

Revenues

Salaries
61%

Operating Expenses
12%

Space
3%Contract Services

8%

Fringe Benefits
16%

Other
7% Government Grants & Contracts

31%Private Foundations & Institutions
33%

Individual & Firm Contributions
29%
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Guardians 
$15,000 and above

Cooley Godward  
	 Kronish LLP  
Cotchett, Pitre &  
	 McCarthy  
Davis Polk & Wardwell  
DLA Piper LLP US
Jones Day    
Latham & Watkins LLP  	
Leonidou & Rosin P.C.  
Manatt, Phelps &  
	 Phillips LLP  
Melissa & Sean McAvoy
Orrick, Herrington & 
	 Sutcliffe LLP  
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
	 Meagher & Flom LLP  
Weil, Gotshal &  
	 Manges LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich  
	 & Rosati Foundation  

Benefactors 
$10,000-$14,999

Jessica Arner # ^
Baker & McKenzie LLP  
Carr, McClellan, Ingersoll, 
	 Thompson & Horn  
Corey, Luzaich, Pliska,  
	 De Ghetaldi &  
	 Nastari LLP  
Lynne Esselstein &  
	 Jonathan Joseph  ^
Kirkland & Ellis LLP  

Hon. William F. Lanam, 
	  Ret.  
Morrison & Foerster LLP 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP  

Founders 
$5,000-$9,999

Berra Stross & Wallacker  
Hemming Morse, Inc.  
Isamu Inohara  
Intel Corporation  
Janette Leonidou  # ^  
Stevan Luzaich  
McDermott Will & Emery  
Jerry Nastari  
Ropers, Majeski, Kohn & 
	 Bentley  
San Mateo County  
	 Bar Association  
Sonnenschein Nath & 
	 Rosenthal LLP 
David C. Wilson  ^  

Trustees 
$1,000-$4,999

Aaron, Riechert, Carpol 
	 & Riffle  
Maureen P. Alger  ^ 
Bingham McCutchen  
BOWNE  
Branson, Brinkop, Griffith 
	 & Strong LLP  
Alec Y. Chang 
Lisa M. Dugoni  
eBay Foundation  

Lee & John Edwards  
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Flicker, Kerin, Kruger & 
	 Bissada LLP  
Fox, Shjeflo, Hartley & 
	 Babu LLP  
Hon. Beth Labson  
	 Freeman &  
	 William Freeman  
Hon. Linda M. Gemello, 
	 Ret. & John Gemello 
Isaac R. Goodman 
Hanson Crawford Family 
	 Law Group LLP  
Hogan & Hartson LLP
Howard Rome Martin &
	 Ridley LLP  
Howrey LLP  
Jorgenson, Siegel,  
	 McClure & Flegel, LLP  
Lee S. Kavanaugh 
Knapp & Viola P.C.  
Anne & Robert Koenig ^ 
Lakin • Spears LLP 
Richard C. Lin 
Niall McCarthy  
Scott D. Miller 
Morgan, Lewis &  
	 Bockius LLP  
William L. Nagle 
Hope Nakamura &  
	 Glen Sato  
Hon. Rosemary Pfeiffer 
Pfizer Inc.  
Barbara & Paul Regan  
Greg Regan, C.P.A.  ^
Lilli Rey 

Nancy & Charles Riffle #  
Fred W. Schwinn  
Shearman & Sterling LLP 
Silvestri Silvestri &  
	 Mialocq, APC  
Simpson Thacher &  
	 Bartlett LLP 
Simpson, Garrity, Innes & 
	 Jacuzzi P.C.  
Christine & Michael  
	 Telleen  
Uccelli & Associates  
Unitarian Universalists 
	 of San Mateo  
Tom Vacar 
Tricia Berke Vinson  
Ann Kim & Garrett J. 
	 Waltzer  ^  
Laurence A. Weiss  ^ 
White & Case LLP  
Karen & Rand N. White  ^  
WilmerHale  
Ellen Winick Stross  
Timothy C. Wright  # † 
Caroline Wu Padre  
Golnar Yazdi  # ^ † 
Ian Yourtz

Sustainers 
$500-$999

Aaronson Dickerson 
	 Cohn & Lanzone, APC  
Cathy F. Anderson
Katherine M. Basile

(continued next page)  

Contributions

Gift society listings reflect all gifts to the Annual Fund from August 1, 
2008 through July 31, 2009, including sponsorships of special events.

Key:	 ^	 Member of Board of Directors
	 #	 Past President of Legal Aid 
	 †	 Member of Legal Aid Advisory Committee

Although we have made every effort to make sure  

that our contribution lists are accurate, if you notice  

any errors or omissions please contact 650-375-0185 

ext. 3351 or donate@legalaidsmc.org, so that we can 

update our information.
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DONATE ONLINE! You can change 

lives through justice with just a click. 

Make your generous gift to Legal Aid 

by going to legalaidsmc.org and  

clicking on “donate now”.

Contributions, continued

Kathleen & Richard C. 
	 Berra  
Michèle M. Bissada  
Marion L. Brown  
George R. Corey  
Candace De Souza  
John Digiacinto  
Nancy Fineman   
Joseph Galligan, C.P.A. ^  
Gregory M. Gallo  
Ronald F. Garrity  
Genentech, Inc.  
Greene, Chauvel,  
	 Descalso & Minoletti  
M. Stacey Hawver 
David W. Herbst  
Albert J. Horn  #  
Marisa Bracoloni  
	 Jennings  
James R. Kaspar  
Brian H. Levey  ^ 
Nancy Lieberman & 
 	 Keith Flaum 
Lori Lutzker  
Patricia Merriman  
Ralph M. Pais  
Peter H. Reid  
Charles H. Rible  
Amanda L. Riddle  
Dan K. Siegel # ^  
Eric D. Siegel  
Marvin S. Siegel  #  
Sarah E. Slayen  
Hon. Jackie Speier  
Nancy Jane Spencer  
Steyer Lowenthal 
Boodrookas Alvarez & 
	 Smith LLP  
Joseph J. Tabacco  
Gregory Tenhoff  
The Dubin Group LLC  
Leticia G. Toledo # ^  

Contributors 
$250-$499

Lucy & Robert Berman  
Barbara & William  
	 Bissell #  
Hon. John C. Boyle  

Martin Brandfon  
Juliet M. Brodie  
Laura I. Bushnell  
Camerlengo & Johnson  
Carol & Doug Carmichael  
Mark A. Cassanego  
Clifford Chernick  
Kristi Cotton Spence # † 
Jennifer & Brian Desler  
Hal E. Forbes  
Jennifer H. Friedman  
Richard B. Golden  
Dr. Linda Grais &  
	 Dr. John Freund  
Diane S. Greenberg  
Stephanie & Rudy  
	 Hoffman  

Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 
Rita Giles & John 
	 Hughes  
Hon. Thomas Jenkins  
Kirsten Keith  
Kevin G. Kelly 
Robin B. Kennedy  
Dennis L. Kennelly  
Melvin C. Kerwin  
Barbara J. Kiem  
Deborah D. Landstrass  
Steven D. Levere  
Robert B. Levey  
Mary H. Lin  ^  
Barbara L. Lyons  ^
James R. Madison  
Trinidad Madrigal- 
	 Yankowski  
Carl L. McConnell  
Marlan Meier  
Hon. Carol Mittlesteadt  
Valerie J. Mulhollen  
Vincent A. Muzzi 

James Palmer, Jr.  
Mark G. Parnes  
Anne & Rodney  
	 Pearlman  
James Pooley  
Milan M. Radojevich  
Amr Razzak  
Christine & Charlie  
	 Redfield  
Paul Resnick  
Cathy E. Rincon  
Pamela & Eric Ryan  
Levon Sagatelyan  
Sand Hill Advisors, LLC  
Kristen Sandifer &  
	 Charlie Bullock  
Laura Schlichtmann  

Marcia S. Settle  
Donna Skovgaard  
Frank Small  
Asya Sorokurs 
Ina Stewart  
John C. Tang  
Julie & Bruce  
	 Tenenbaum  
Cheryl & Clark R.  
	 Westmont  
Eric W. Wright 

Friends 
$1-$249

Linda Z. & Robert H. 
	 Abramovitz  
David Laurence Ach  
Douglas B. Adler  
Anderlini & Emerick LLP  
Dimitra & Jevan  
	 Anderson  
Anonymous  

Victoria S. Bahnasy  
Susan J. Bardet  
Daniel Barton  
Roberta & Robert Baxter  
Cathy Baylock  
Kay Benz  
Dr. Bruce H. Bern  
Bonnie Bertetta  
Mr. & Mrs. George 
	 Bischof 
Bleichner Palmer  
Eric Blum  
Suzanne Bonotto  
Nada Boutros  
Jeffery L. Boyarsky  
Robert James Brady  
Hon. Patricia Bresee, 
	 Ret.  
Robert Brigham  
Daniel Bromberg  
Martha & Charles
	 Bronitsky  
Betty Brown  
Hon. Gerald J. Buchwald  
Isabel & Andrew Byrnes  
Thomas J. Cahill  
Canter Moorhead  
David Carducci  
Joan Cassman  
Yar Chaikovsky  
Renee Glover Chantler  
Patty Cheng
Richard S. Chernicoff
Karen & Micah Citrin 
Clorox Company  
Alison S. Cocotis
James R. Cody  
Hon. Melvin E. Cohn, Ret. 
Craig Compton
Dr. Elneda B. Connors
Kristin Cornuelle
Costco - Redwood City 
	 #409  
Anne & Bernard Cotter
Debbie Croft
William H. Cummings
Dennis J. Durkin
Patricia T. Dwyer
Kathleen Egan  
Todd P. Emanuel
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Hon. Anna Eshoo
Linda & William  
	 Esselstein
Hon. Suzan I. Etezadi
Susan D. Flax
Jonathan Foster  
Hon. Don Randal Franchi 
Gregory M. Franchi 
Robert L. Fucilla
Donald L. Galine
Patricia & Hon. Norman 
 	 J. Gatzert
Maud Gleason &  
	 Frederick Holley 
Deborah Kelman &  
	 Rabbi Marvin Goodman
Regina &  
	 Hon. John Grandsaert
Penelope C. Greenberg
Stuart G. Gross
Kenneth Guernsey
Hon. Stephen M. Hall 
Hannig Law Firm LLP  
Martin Harband
Harris myCFO, Inc.  
Michael Heuga
Heyman Household  
Hon. Jerry Hill
Hon. Carl W. Holm 
Don Horsley
Tracy & Christian  
	 Huebner 
Renee Huff
Mary Ann Hurlimann
Hilary & Jeff Hyman
IBM 
Kathy Jacomb
Matthew A. Joseph
Carol Karwatt
Lorelei Jean Keim 
Hon. Margaret Kemp, Ret. 

Adam C. Kent
Richard Keyes 
Sallie Kim 
Ivette Kincaid 
Alison & Bryan Kolozsi  
Eileen S. Kotler
Ute Krudewagen
Kubota & Constantino  
Sarah E. Kurtz
Peter M. Lamb
Supathra & Rich Lane
Jerome Lapointe
Last & Faoro  
James V. Lee 
Robert F. Lee 
Ming Tak Leong 
Michelle Leu Zaccone
Phillip M. Lev 
Sarah & Joshua Levy
Karin Huber-Levy &  
	 Dr. Michael Levy 
Jessica Owley Lippmann 
Diana & Robert Logan
Lisa & Matt Lombardi
Christy Long 
Courtney & Steve Love 
Candace & Iver Lyche
Jill Maines
Manos & Curl LLP  
John A. (Jack) Matthews 
Colleen McAvoy 
McDowall Cotter, APC 
McGlashan & Sarrail  
Mary Rita & Thomas 
	 McKay
Patti & Peter Miller
Mr. & Mrs. John Muhlner
Robert Nebrig  #
Brain W. Newcomb
Daniell K. Newman
Linda J. Noeske 

Nolan, Armstrong & 
	 Barton LLP  
Annie Noonan
James C. O’Brien
Trina Oettinger
C. Larry O’Rourke
Victor M. Ortiz 
	 De Montellano
Matthew P. Pachkowski
Mary Sheahan Panton
S. Kendall Patton
Lillian Port 
Margaret B. &  
	 Thomas Power
Gayle A. Prytz  ^
Erica K. Pun 
Sheila Purcell &  
	 Peter Danaher
Leila N. Qutami
Lesley & Irv Rappaport
Catherine Raye-Wong
Robertson Family Law, P.C.  
Melissa A. Rodgers
Jodie Rolih
Beth Rosenthal, Ph.D.
Hon. John W. Runde, Ret.
William Robert Russell
Carolyn J. Sadler
Kyra Sanin
Kelly Scandalios
Victor Schachter
Margaret Scott  
Monica M. & Ken Seeger
Wendy H. Segal
Robin & Greg Sieden
Courtney & Mike Selfridge
Cheryl & Jeffrey Selman 
Hasma & Hon.  
	 Aram Serverian, Ret.
Shivadev Shastri 

David Silberman
Alan Simon
Paul Simpson
Eileen Soffer &  
	 Rick Levenson
Ellen & Mark Spence 
Anne & David Steirman
Margaret Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Stokdyk 
Marcie & Arthur Storch
Lisa L. Striebing
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Suarez 
Carole M. Suddaby
Timothy Sullivan
Edward W. Suman
Benay & Mark Todzo
Betty Torres
Randy Torrijos
Adrienne P. & Neil A. Tuch
Paula Uccelli
Andrew P. Valentine
J. Anthony Villanueva #
W.K. Ng & Company  
W. George Wailes 
Mr. & Mrs. James Webb 
Jay C. White
Wilkinson Construction  
Kristen & Edward Willig
Sina Wilson
Courtney & Matt Winter 
Jonathan L. Wolff 
Shirley Wong 
Edward S. Wright 
Mehdi & Nastaran Yazdi
Barbara Yee 
Gerald J. Zanzinger
Jennifer Ziegler
Denise & Joseph Ziony

Thanks to a matching grant from the Sobrato Family foundation, your  
gift can be twice as effective. For more information about how you can 
make a commitment to changing lives through justice, please email  
donate@legalaidsmc.org.
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Endowment

The Fund for Justice
This fund is the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County’s permanent endowment fund. Created by 
leading members of the community, the fund provides 
a base of discretionary funds that will become a major 
source of dependable continuing support  
to ensure justice for all.

Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy    
Craig Compton  
James E. Lyons  
Latham & Watkins LLP  
Leonidou & Rosin P.C.  
Littler Mendelson P.C.  
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Melissa & Sean McAvoy
Richard N. Hill    
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation

Natalie Lanam Fund 

Gunderson Dettmer Stough Villeneuve  
	 Franklin & Hachigian, LLP
Hon. William F. Lanam, Ret.
Renee Lanam

Cy Pres Awards

Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy

Foundation, Corporate & Government Partners

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
American Bar Association Commission on  
	 Law and Aging
American Corporate Counsel San Francisco  
	 Bay Area Chapter
Atkinson Foundation
California Breathing -State Department  
	 of Public Health
City of Burlingame
City of Daly City
City of East Palo Alto-Measure C Project
City of Foster City
City of Menlo Park
City of Redwood City
City of San Mateo
City of South San Francisco
eBay Foundation Corporate Advised Fund
Equal Justice Works
First 5 San Mateo County

Health Access Foundation
Health Plan of San Mateo
Irene S. Scully Family Foundation
Kaiser Permanente Community Benefit 
	 Grants Program
National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership 
Palo Alto Community Fund
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation
San Mateo County 
San Mateo County Aging & Adult Services
San Mateo County Children’s Health Initiative
San Mateo County Human Services Agency
San Mateo Medical Center
Silicon Valley Campaign for Legal Services
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Sobrato Family Foundation
State of California Department of  
	 Managed Health Care 
The California Endowment
The DLA Piper Foundation 
The Hurlbut-Johnson Fund, an advised fund of  
	 Silicon Valley Community Foundation
The Junior League of Palo Alto Mid Peninsula, Inc.
The San Francisco Foundation
The State Bar of California-Legal Services  
	 Trust Fund Program
The State Bar of California-Equal Access Fund
United States Department of Justice-Office of  
	 Violence Against Women
van Loben Sels/RembeRock Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

In-Kind Partners 

Buck’s of Woodside
Copenhagen Balloons & Promotions
Fish Market Restaurants
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Garden Court Hotel Vincci Hoteles
Giant Horse Printing, Inc.
Golf Mart of Foster City
Guittard Chocolate Company
Hewlett-Packard
Italfoods Inc.
Iron Gate Continental Restaurant
James R. Kaspar/ JRK Images
Joseph Family Vineyards
Oakland Athletics Baseball Company
Prime Time Athletic Club
Stanford University Golf Course
Trefethen Family Vineyards
Vivace Ristorante



LEGAL AID STAFF 

M. Stacey Hawver
Executive Director
Stanford Law School, 1987

Hope Nakamura
Directing Attorney
UCLA School of Law, 1986

Tricia Berke Vinson
Directing Attorney 
Stanford Law School, 1976

Lynda Burton
Senior Attorney
University of San Francisco School of Law, 1980

David Carducci
Senior Attorney
University of San Diego School of Law, 1991

Shirley Gibson
Senior Attorney
New College of California 
School of Public Interest Law, 1999

Jenny Horne
Senior Attorney
Stanford Law School, 1993

Amanda Barden
Staff Attorney
University of San Francisco School of Law, 2005

Christopher A. Douglas
Staff Attorney
Seton Hall University School of Law, 2005

Judith Goldstein
Office Manager

Francisca Guzman
Project Coordinator 
Peninsula Family Advocacy Program

Brooke Heymach
Supervising Attorney & Legal Director,  
Peninsula Family Advocacy Program
Hastings College of the Law, 2003

Claudia Leal
Legal Secretary/Screener

Sarah Loaiza
Project Coordinator 
Health Consumer Center

Larisa Mialik
Development Assistant

Liliya Mukha
Bookkeeper

Mercedes Medal
Receptionist

Carlos Osorio
Project Coordinator 
HomeSavers Project

Erica Pun
Equal Justice Works Fellow
Sponsored by Pfizer Inc.
Santa Clara University School of Law, 2008

Maritza Rogie
Legal Secretary 

Rubí Romero
Project Coordinator 
Pro Bono Program

Janet B. Seldon
Director of Pro Bono 
New College of California School of  
Public Interest Law, 1984

Asya Sorokurs
Events & Communications Manager

Marcie Storch
Director of Development
University of Connecticut School of Law, 1981

Susan Stortini
Accountant
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