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For Immediate ReleasE:

The Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County PREVAILS OVER 

BANK OF AMERICA IN DEFENSE OF FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER
Bank of America held accountable for cutting corners on eviction process
San Mateo, CA, October 14, 2010 - The Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County today announced that on October 13, 2010, a San Mateo County jury returned a unanimous verdict against the Bank of America for not properly adhering to the full and legal process of serving a Daly City homeowner with notice of eviction.
For Rolando and Precy Moya, Legal Aid’s client, the halt on foreclosures came too late.  Bank of America already foreclosed upon their Daly City home before the announced freeze, despite the Moya’s current payments on a temporary loan modification agreement.  The Moya’s made their modification payments on time for ten months, but in June 2010, their check was returned with no explanation.  
“We believed there was some mistake,” said Mrs. Moya, “We had been making our payments on time and thought we would be able to save our home.” Then, without any prior notice, the Moyas discovered they were being sued for eviction by Bank of America.  “Within four weeks, our clients went from being homeowners to being accused of unlawfully detaining their home,” stated Shirley Gibson, a housing attorney with Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County. 

According to Gibson, the bank never actually served the Moya family with a legally required warning notice, even though the bank’s registered process server signed a declaration under penalty of perjury stating that he had done so. “It matters,” stressed Gibson, “Everyone is entitled to warning that they are about to be sued so they can make informed decisions about their future.”
“My husband and I never dreamed we would find ourselves in this position.  We have a big family living in our house: our daughter, son, niece, and three grandchildren.  We were all victims of the bank’s wrongful policies, and we know there are many other people like us,” commented Mrs. Moya. “We were so pleased the jury realized the bank had not treated us fairly and that the process server was being untruthful.”
About The Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County:
The Legal Aid Society is a private, non-profit law firm that provides free legal services to disadvantaged people in San Mateo County. Since its founding in 1959, Legal Aid has improved the lives of over 175,000 low-income clients in matters involving housing, civil rights, employment, education, consumer law, family law, and health and government benefitswww.legalaidsmc.org.  .
About Shirley Gibson:

Shirley Gibson is the supervising housing attorney with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County, where she has worked since 2007. She is a graduate of New College of California, School of Public Interest Law and Reed College. Prior to Legal Aid, she was staff attorney at the Eviction Defense Collaborative, a San Francisco non-profit law office. Shirley supervises three housing clinics throughout San Mateo County to help tenants with housing issues.
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