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Legal Aid Society Announces New Executive Director 

The Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County is delighted to welcome new Executive Director Lauren Zorfas this month. Ms. Zorfas has been the Supervising Attorney for the Family Law Facilitator and Self-Help Services at the San Mateo County Superior Court for the past seven years. She is a stalwart advocate for the legal rights of the increasing numbers of low-income people in San Mateo County. In her position at the Court she expanded public services and built successful collaborative relationships with other organizations, agencies and community members. “Legal Aid is extremely fortunate to have found someone of Lauren’s caliber right here in our community,” said Legal Aid Society President Lynne Esselstein. “The Board of Directors is confident Lauren is the ideal person to lead Legal Aid into our next 50 years of providing vital services in San Mateo County.”

Ms. Zorfas has longstanding community roots and a solid legal record of advancing equal access to justice for all. Prior to the Court, Ms. Zorfas practiced family law and civil litigation with Ross, Hackett, Dowling, Valencia and Walti in San Bruno. Ms. Zorfas also worked for six years at the San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office, Family Support Division (now DCSS). She sits on various boards and committees in the community, including the Board of Directors of the San Mateo County Bar Association, the Fatherhood Collaborative of San Mateo County, the Legal Process Committee of the Domestic Violence Council and the Lawyer Referral Committee of the San Mateo County Bar Association. Recently Ms. Zorfas received the William Nagle, Jr. Award from the San Mateo County Bar Association for her commitment to justice. 

“I am honored and thrilled at the exciting prospect of joining Legal Aid’s dedicated and talented board members, staff, volunteers and supporters,” stated Ms. Zorfas. “Given the extreme challenges facing the most disadvantaged members of our community, Legal Aid’s mission is more critical than ever. It is imperative we continue to deliver the high quality legal services to low-income seniors, children and families that the San Mateo County community has relied on us to provide for over 50 years.” 

After 20 years of extraordinary service at Legal Aid in varying capacities, current Executive Director M. Stacey Hawver is stepping down. “Legal Aid’s reputation as a stable and respected community institution providing critical legal services to low-income people has grown considerably under Ms. Hawver’s leadership as Executive Director the past seven years,” commented Esselstein. “She leaves the organization strong and nimble to confront expanding challenges throughout our community.” Ms. Hawver’s commitment to serving low-income people is exemplified by her many accomplishments during her tenure at Legal Aid, including her leadership to respond to the urgent growing need for legal services during current uncertain economic times. She was recognized by the San Mateo County Women Lawyers Section’s Elinor Falvey Award for service to low-income families and seniors. 
Lauren Zorfas will take over as Executive Director on December 10, 2009. 
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