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Keynote Speaker

Jennifer MorrillJennifer Morrill
Vice President, 

Commercial Legal (Americas/EMEA)
at LinkedIn

Jennifer Morrill manages the LinkedIn 
Legal team responsible for driving all 
commercial licensing activities in the 
Americas and EMEA (Europe, Middle 
East, Africa), and co-facilitates LinkedIn 
Legal's pro bono activities.
 
Before joining LinkedIn, Morrill served, 
over the course of twelve years, as 
counsel for Adobe, Yahoo! and Netfl ix. 
She also took a 4-year hiatus from the 
law to run and redevelop a baby bott le 
business inherited from her father. 
 
Morrill holds a B.A. from University 
of California, Berkeley and a J.D. from 
the University of California, Hastings 
College of the Law. 
 
In addition to her responsibilities 
at LinkedIn, Jennifer is Co-chair of 
the Board of NOVA, a workforce 
development agency sponsored by the 
City of Sunnyvale, and is on the board 
of Community Legal Services in East 
Palo Alto.



The George R. Corey-Linda M. Gemello Award is presented each year in 
recognition of a Legal Aid staff  att orney who, with excellence and passion, 
works every day to help low-income clients improve their lives through 
access to justice.

The George R. Corey-Linda M. Gemello Award 
was endowed by Joe Cotchett  and the law fi rm 
of Cotchett , Pitre, & McCarthy, LLP in honor of 
George Corey and Linda Gemello, dear friends 
and leaders of the San Mateo County legal 
community who are deeply committ ed to the 
mission of Legal Aid. The award is granted 
annually to a Legal Aid att orney to, in Joe 
Cotchett 's words, "assist these incredible people 
that work every day for justice for all." 

David Carducci, Director of Litigation, has 
practiced housing law at the Legal Aid Society of 
San Mateo County for almost a decade, helping 
thousands of low-income families, seniors, and 
veterans preserve their housing through his 
litigation expertise. 

Fenwick  & West LLP
George R. Corey-Linda M. Gemello Award

David CarducciDavid Carducci

David Carducci
David is also responsible for the oversight of affi  rmative litigation at Legal Aid and truly 
enjoys mentoring the professional development of our young att orneys.

Motivated by a passionate commitment to fi ght poverty and social injustice, David provides 
vital direct legal advice, education and representation to low-income tenants, preventing 
homelessness and restoring stability for those in need. 

A meticulous and strategic litigator, he is a zealous advocate in the courtroom, unafraid 
to take on complicated cases against landlords who refuse to comply with the laws of 
habitability or fail to provide legally-mandated reasonable accommodations to those who 
suff er from mental illness. One client aptly described David as "the Jean Valjean of the legal 
profession." Opposing counsel once called him "a certifi able maniac," a moniker he wears 
proudly.

David received his JD from University of San Diego School of Law and his BA from San 
Diego State University.  David previously worked at Bay Area Legal Aid  and Cotchett , Pitre 
& McCarthy, LLP. David served on the Board of the ACLU of Northern California. He is also 
involved in his sons' youth sports and has been the President of Foster City Litt le League 
since 2015.



Fenwick  & West LLPFenwick  & West LLP
The Guardian of Justice Award is presented each year to a fi rm whose 
volunteer eff orts are steeped in a commitment to justice for all the children, 
families and seniors in our community.

Guardian of Justice Award

The recipient of this 
year's Guardian of Justice 
award, Fenwick & West 
LLP, brings the same 
level of commitment, 
creativity and diligence to 
pro bono volunteer work 
as it does to every other 
area of the fi rm. 

"I would describe our 
volunteer culture as 
'entrepreneurial,'" says 
Fenwick Managing 
Partner Kate Fritz. 

Front row L to R: Patrick Premo, Richard Dickson, Samira Hariramasamy, Kate Fritz
Second row L to R: Hilarie Atkisson, Sophia Chen, Priscila Bastazin, Erikka Lenbergs, Li Li, Kunyu Ching 
Third row L to R: Debbie Li, Rajendra Panwar, Isabel da Roza, Jennifer Cho, Rebecca Fewkes, Julie Park
Last row L to R: Karthik Balasundaram, Mitch Hinrichs, Johnathan Chai, Andrew Xue, Jorge Kina, Lynn Pasahow 

"We encourage our associates and professional staff  to explore and discover ways to give back 
to the community that align with their interests. And we further support that by giving our 
associates full credit, treating their volunteer pro bono hours as billable hours."

It's an approach that elicits enthusiastic support at all levels of the fi rm. Over 50 individuals at 
Fenwick participated in pro bono in 2016. Fenwick att orneys successfully represented survivors 
of domestic violence who needed legal assistance in order to obtain permanent restraining 
orders against their abusers. They advised tenants about their legal rights at multiple housing 
clinics; and received training on immigration issues, and went on to advise immigrants at DACA 
clinics and citizenship clinics. Fenwick att orneys are also providing important advice to Legal 
Aid about cybersecurity. 

And in the Fenwick entrepreneurial way, several of the fi rms' patent engineers regularly 
volunteer to work with seniors at the Legal Aid Health Consumer Center's Share of Cost 
monthly clinics. Aft er receiving training, volunteer patent engineers and att orneys screen 
seniors at the clinic and refer cases to the Legal Aid att orneys on site for more detailed legal 
advice.  In addition, Fenwick paralegals and secretaries make their time available to off er 
translation services for clients in need. 

Fenwick is always striving to make pro bono even bett er. Director of Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Pro Bono Counsel Hilarie Atkisson, and the staff  volunteer committ ee, "are 
so strategic," Kate says. "Hilarie and Director of Pro Bono Julie Park, are always coming up with 
new pro bono ideas, and diff erent ways to approach volunteer opportunities. They look for to 
new ways to leverage our eff orts for maximum impact, and do a great job of communicating the 
fi rm's culture. Fenwick is not a fi rm driven by mandates. We respect that people are individuals, 
and it is important to us that they fi nd ways to follow their passions."

"Ensuring access to justice for low income individuals is more critical now than ever," adds IP 
Litigation Partner Patrick Premo. "We are proud to partner with the Legal Aid Society of San 
Mateo County in bringing legal services to many low income individuals in our communities."
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Front row L to R: Patrick Premo Richard Dickson Samira Hariramasamy Kate Fritz



The Natalie M. Lanam Achievement Award is presented each year to a 
community leader whose passion for justice honors the legacy of the late 
Natalie Lanam, an enduring champion of justice for all and an important 
advocate of the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County.

Mitch Eckstein, LCSWMitch Eckstein, LCSW
Natalie M. Lanam Achievement Award
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Mitch Eckstein

Mitch Eckstein, LCSW, combines a lifetime of commitment to justice with a compassionate, 
problem-solving nature on behalf of his clients. 

Mitch began advocating for people in 
need during his college days at Ohio State 
University, when he was a social work intern at 
the Legal Aid Society of Columbus, Ohio. Aft er 
receiving his Master of Social Work degree, 
Mitch moved to California. He worked for 
fi ft een years for Golden Gate Regional Center, 
and for the past ten years has worked for San 
Mateo County California Children's Services. 
Mitch specializes in working with children 
with severe health problems and disabilities. 
He is an active partner in San Mateo County’s 
First 5 Watch Me Grow Collaborative, whose 
mission is to improve the system of care for 
children with special needs and their families. 
Mitch regularly refers families who would 
benefi t from legal services to his fellow First 
5 Watch Me Grow collaborator, Legal Aid’s 
Peninsula Family Advocacy program (FAP). 

Recently, Mitch identifi ed an important issue for his clients who have intellectual disabilities 
and whose parents have been making decisions for them. Upon reaching their 18th birthday 
his clients are no longer children in the eyes of the law, but remain unable to make decisions 
for themselves as adults. Mitch discussed legal remedies with FAP staff , who advised him 
that in order for a parent to be able to continue to make decisions for an adult child, the child 
would need to be conserved. FAP and Legal Aid’s Director of Pro Bono, Janet Seldon, worked 
together to establish a new pro bono program focused on conservatorship, and Mitch lobbied 
the Health Plan of San Mateo to help create it. Now, if he sees a young client approaching legal 
adulthood who will still need parental support, Mitch contacts Legal Aid to get a pro bono 
att orney to help the family through the court fi lings and appearances.  

“Legal Aid is essential for lower-income families who are disenfranchised," says Mitch. "It 
meets so many areas of need: housing, education, health, seniors. Their staff  is so helpful, 
providing their legal expertise to families who would not have access to it otherwise. That 
makes them a great partner in this work.

“My clients graduate from my program aft er they reach the age of 21. Even aft er that, they call 
to talk with me, and seek help with problems, and I’m happy that I am able to refer them to 
Legal Aid to help them get the benefi ts they are entitled to receive."

Turner Boyd LLP



Turner Boyd LLPTurner Boyd LLP
The Dorothy M. Wolfe Award is presented each year to an att orney or 
att orneys whose passion for justice honors the legacy of the late Dorothy M. 
Wolfe, a staunch advocate of justice for all and one of the earliest champions 
of the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County.

Dorothy M. Wolfe Award

Turner Boyd att orneys receive both professional and emotional satisfaction from their pro 
bono work. "When you go to law school," says Julie Turner, "you imagine helping others. But 
when you get out, you realize you have to work in the corporate environment to make a living. 
Pro bono work off ers you an opportunity to get back to that desire to help which drew you to 
the law in the fi rst place."

Att orneys from Turner Boyd have represented survivors of domestic violence at their 
permanent restraining order hearings, and provided representation in guardianship cases. 
As att orney-and new father-Jacob Zweig recalls: "Knowing that I was helping a child was one 
of the most important aspects of my experience. I was fortunate to be able to meet the child 
whose custody and guardianship was at issue, and I couldn't help but think about my own 
litt le boy. I was determined to provide the best legal representation possible, and Legal Aid was 
there to help me every step of the way."

"Thanks to Janet Seldon, Director of Pro Bono, our relationship with Legal Aid has been a 
great resource for us," says Julie. "They're fantastic to work with, and they provide us the 
necessary expertise in areas that we don't have experience with. Pro bono work is also a great 
opportunity to give our young lawyers actual courtroom experience, and exposure to other 
types of law, that are harder to come by in corporate practice."

Att orney Louis Wai agrees: "Gett ing courtroom experience while helping others feels great. 
It reminds you of the pleasure that you got while att ending law school, of learning about all 
aspects of the law rather than focusing on just one type."

"Volunteering does a heart good," Julie sums up. "It's the best thing you can do for others, and 
for yourself."

L-R: Jacob Zweig, Julie Turner,  Louis Wai 

The recipient of this year's Dorothy M. Wolfe Award, Turner Boyd LLP,  was founded in 2008 
by partners Julie Turner and Karen Boyd. Turner Boyd off ers patent and intellectual property 
litigation and confl ict resolution. They are also a fi rm where volunteering, in order to make our 
community a bett er place, is an important value.



WITH GRATITUDE we acknowledge the 2017 leaders of our community who 
improve thousands of lives through their commitment to justice for all. 
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Our Sponsors

At Cooley LLP, we are the counselors, strategists and advocates for today's and 
tomorrow's leaders of the business economy. We seek to meet the evolving 
needs of our clients by building a community of professionals of the highest 
caliber who share our vision and embrace our values.

Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi, 
Nastari & Riddle LLP

Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi, Nastari & Riddle LLP is a small town fi rm with a 
national reputation. With offi ces on the historic El Camino Real, in Millbrae, 
California, and in the coastside community of Half Moon Bay, our team of highly 
skilled and remarkably personable lawyers represents a broad array of clients, 
ranging from local families to the stockholders of major corporations.

Latham & Watkins is committed to helping clients achieve their business 
strategies and providing outstanding legal services around the world. Clients 
depend on the fi rm’s ability to fi nd innovative solutions to complex business 
issues, and Latham’s lawyers use the fi rm’s experience and resources to help 
clients handle these challenges. 

Gilead Sciences, Inc. is a research-based biopharmaceutical company that 
discovers, develops and commercializes innovative medicines in areas of 
unmet medical need. We strive to transform and simplify care for people with 
life-threatening illnesses around the world. 

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier legal advisor to technology, life 
sciences, and other growth enterprises worldwide. We represent companies at 
every stage of development, from entrepreneurial start-ups to multibillion-dollar 
global corporations, as well as the venture fi rms, private equity fi rms, and invest-
ment banks that fi nance and advise them. 

For more than four decades, Fenwick & West has helped some of the world’s 
most recognized companies become, and remain, market leaders. From 
emerging enterprises to large public corporations, our clients are leaders in 
the technology, life sciences and cleantech sectors and are fundamentally 
changing the world through rapid innovation.

Weil has been a preeminent provider of legal services for more than 80 years. 
With approximately 1,100 lawyers in 20 offi ces around the world, Weil operates 
according to the “one fi rm” principle, allowing us to bring the right mix of fi rm-
wide skill and local-market presence to deliver the coordinated legal advice 
necessary to help our clients achieve their sophisticated goals and objectives.

Baker & McKenzie defi ned the global law fi rm in the 20th century, and we are 
redefi ning it to meet the challenges of the global economy in the 21st, bringing 
the instinctively global perspective and deep market knowledge and insights of 
more than 12,000 people in 77 offi ces worldwide. 

Orrick is a leading global law fi rm with a particular focus on serving companies 
in the technology, energy and fi nancial sectors.  Our platform offers clients 
a distinctive combination of local insight and global reach across 25 offi ces. 
Orrick today is named by Law360 as one of the “Global 20” leading fi rms. 

Morrison & Foerster collaborates across a global network of 17 offi ces located in 
key technology and fi nancial centers in the United States, Asia, and Europe. Our 
clients include some of the largest fi nancial institutions, Fortune 100 companies, 
leading technology and life sciences companies, investment funds and startup 
companies.

Since its formation in 1986, the Foundation has supported charitable 
organizations in the communities in which the people of Morrison & Foerster 
live and work, funded chiefl y by Morrison & Foerster partners, with additional 
support from the fi rm's professional staff and other individuals.

Founded in 2004, Facebook’s mission is to give people the power to share and 
make the world more open and connected. People use Facebook to stay 
connected with friends and family, to discover what’s going on in the world, 
and to share and express what matters to them.



20th Annual And Justice For All Awards Luncheon Committee expresses its gratitude 
for the special consideration provided by the following: 

• Copenhagen Balloons and Promotions
• Photography by Jamie Soja, Soja Photography 
•  Florian Riedel, General Manager of the Four Seasons Hotel Silicon Valley at East Palo Alto
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"How can our legal system be just, fair and impartial if 
the system is not available to all?  I support the Legal 
Aid Society of San Mateo County because it provides 
exceptional legal services to our County's low income 
residents in need, and because I believe Legal Aid helps 
maintain the integrity of our legal system."maintain the integrity of our legal system."
Ronald F. Garrity
Simpson, Garrity, Innes & Jacuzzi PC

Why I Give

"I support the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo "I support the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County because I know from my experience County because I know from my experience 
working in the Health Consumer Center, and my working in the Health Consumer Center, and my 
continuing volunteer work, that Legal Aid provides continuing volunteer work, that Legal Aid provides 
invaluable legal services for those in our county invaluable legal services for those in our county 
who need help the most.  I believe that everyone who need help the most.  I believe that everyone 
deserves access to legal services.  With the help of deserves access to legal services.  With the help of 
an attorney, someone's life can truly be changed an attorney, someone's life can truly be changed 
for the better."for the better."
Marina C. Gruber
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

"It should be obvious to anyone, but I "It should be obvious to anyone, but I 
acknowledge that although motives vary, the acknowledge that although motives vary, the 
mission remains.Jim Sparks and I were the fi rst mission remains.Jim Sparks and I were the fi rst 
attorneys to serve in the infancy, begun when attorneys to serve in the infancy, begun when 
some local stars of the County Bar recognized some local stars of the County Bar recognized 
the need.  Doris Olson serves as our coordinator.  the need.  Doris Olson serves as our coordinator.  
Fortunately for those to be served, Legal Aid has Fortunately for those to be served, Legal Aid has 
matured into the current model. So, naturally, matured into the current model. So, naturally, 
my association with Legal Aid was very close to my association with Legal Aid was very close to 
me and the need so readily apparent.  I always me and the need so readily apparent.  I always 
felt more could be done and my small part in felt more could be done and my small part in 
support starts theresupport starts there."."
Isaac Deleon Goodman
Goodman Law Corporation

"We give to Legal Aid because we 
believe that everyone should have a 
voice in our system of justice, regardless 
of their income.   We know that Legal 
Aid will use our donation to fi ght for 
people who need help, and that the 
need for our collective support has 
never been greater."
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Rachel Williams, Pro Bono Counsel, 
Morrison & Foerster LLP
and Richard Edwards, Senior Counsel, Apple
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You can improve lives by fi ghting social injustice 
for people living in poverty with just one click. 

Make your generous gift  to Legal Aid today by going to: 
htt p://tinyurl.com/andjustice17

 $100 advises seniors about fraud and scams.

 $250 educates immigrants about their legal rights.

$500 teaches parents to advocate for their children with disabilities.

 $1,000      helps families avoid homelessness.

$2,500 provides domestic violence survivors with representation at trial.

DONATE ONLINE! 


