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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Noreen Krall is Vice President and Chief 
Litigation Counsel for Apple Inc, and is 
responsible for all aspects of Apple’s 
global commercial and intellectual 
property litigation.

Prior to joining Apple, Ms. Krall was 
the Vice President, Chief IP and 
Chief Litigation Counsel for Sun 
Microsystems, providing legal counsel 
over all facets of Sun’s intellectual 
property assets, managing Sun’s global 
litigation docket and leading Sun’s 
engagement on intellectual property 
law and policy issues.

Ms. Krall started her career as an engineer at IBM where she worked for 12 
years and held various positions in both the engineering and legal departments, 
supporting IBM server, storage and global services divisions. 

Ms. Krall earned a Bachelors Degree in Electrical Engineering from Manhattan 
College, a Masters Degree in Computer Science from Iona College and a Juris 
Doctor from Denver University.

Ms. Krall is also a co-founder and current Board Chair of ChIPs, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the support, development, retention and advancement 
of women in technology, law and policy.

Ms. Krall has been frequently recognized for her leadership skills, being named 
one of the 50 Most Influential People in IP and named as one of the Top 100 
In-house Counsel. Ms. Krall was the only woman named to the first list of Top 40 
global IP Market Makers and was named as one of the Top 50 Women in Tech 4 
years in a row.



This year’s award is presented collectively to the staff attorneys of the Legal Aid Society of San 
Mateo County. It takes a special person to become a public interest lawyer. Public interest attorneys 
give up the economic benefits of their counterparts in private practice, in the name of making a 
societal impact. 

Public interest lawyers in our nonprofit law firm choose to stand up and advocate for the poor and 
marginalized in our community every day. Their clients are not persons or companies with economic 
means, but persons who don’t have the financial resources to hire a private attorney to become their 
voice in our complex judicial system. Dedicated and passionate advocates, attorneys at the Legal 
Aid Society of San Mateo County are among the finest in our community. They are respected by the 
bench and the bar, and have the gratitude of their clients. 

Our public interest lawyers are called upon to be zealous advocates in extraordinary times, rising 
rise to the challenge to representing families and seniors as rents skyrocket and tenants who are 
paying rent are evicted without cause. As voices for policy that affects their clients, our attorneys 
advocating for legislation that will prevent immigrants from being bullied by unscrupulous landlords. 
With compassion and passion our attorneys represent minors who have been placed in deportation, 
inform families about their rights to healthcare and income benefits, and advocate for equal access 
to education. Thank you so much for your dedication and passion. 

- M. Stacey Hawver, Legal Aid's 
Executive Director

"

Public interest lawyers in our 
nonprofit law firm, the Legal 
Aid Society of San Mateo 
County, choose to stand up 
and advocate for the poor and 
marginalized in our community 
every day, becoming their 
voice in our complex judicial 
system.

Legal Aid's Staff Attorneys

The George R. Corey-Linda M. Gemello Award is presented in recognition of an attorney who 
exemplifies a commitment to work every day to obtain justice for all.
 
This year, Legal Aid presents this award to all of our staff attorneys

George R. Corey – Linda M. Gemello Award



Legal Aid's Staff Attorneys
George R. Corey – Linda M. Gemello Award "

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati (WSGR) is a premier legal advisor to technology, life sciences, 
and other growth enterprises worldwide. The firm’s client roster includes multibillion-dollar global 
corporations, venture firms, private equity firms, and investment banks. WSGR attorneys show the 
same dedication to their pro bono clients that they show to their corporate clients. 
 
WSGR attorneys have no cap on hours that may be devoted to pro bono matters, and all pro 
bono hours count toward the firm’s billable-hour requirements. Last year, over 25 WSGR attorneys 
volunteered more than 1000 pro bono hours with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County. Pro 
bono lawyers represented survivors of domestic violence at permanent restraining order hearings 
in court, helped low-income parents and grandparents become guardians or conservators of their 
loved ones, participated in citizenship training, and advised low-income tenants at risk of eviction 
at housing clinics.
 
WSGR’s pro bono lawyers were able to consult with Legal Aid’s panel of dedicated local “mentor” 
attorneys, who willingly shared their experience and expertise. The firm’s paralegals and executive 
assistants also volunteered, creating an internal esprit de corps while helping others. It’s all part of 
WSGR’s commitment to address the disparity in access to justice and benefit the communities in 
which they live and work.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati recognizes how it is 
critical that low-income people 
with limited resources have 
access to quality legal services. 
Making those services available 
to people in need is the 
cornerstone of our pro bono 
program

- Steve Guggenheim, co-head, 
Pro Bono Committee

The Guardian of Justice Award is given each year in recognition of  volunteers whose efforts are 
steeped in a commitment to justice for all the children, families and seniors in our community.

Legal Aid presents this award to the law firm of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati in honor of their 
commitment to equal access to justice.

Guardian of Justice Award

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati



"
Dave Paliughi, Director, Special Education Department, Redwood City School District, knows first 
hand the struggle that parents of special needs children go through in navigating the very complex 
world of public education. As the leader of the special education services in the Redwood City 
School District, Dave's mission is to be open to each family, to listen and to be a trusted partner 
in education.
 
Dave is proud of the fact that his School District's relationship with the Legal Aid Society of San 
Mateo County consistently starts from a position that the laws have to be executed equally for all 
families: regardless of surname, regardless of zip code. Where once the District may have been 
adversaries with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County, now the two organizations have 
come to the table as community collaborators, working together to help families get the necessary 
support in compliance with the law. 
 
Through Dave's partnership with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County, the Special Education 
Department of the Redwood City School District has also become proactive about educating 
District staff so they can have a better understanding what legal rights are critical to ensuring a 
child’s education. As a service-oriented department, Dave and his team are able to better serve 
the Redwood City School District's families from their first contact, and to better achieve goals of 
helping each student attain academic success and develop socially and emotionally. 
 

Families with children with special needs go 
through so much.  It is the aim of Redwood 
City School District to provide ALL students 
with a rich and dynamic educational 
experience.

- Dave Paliughi

The Natalie M. Lanam Award is in memory of a community leader whose passion for justice for all 
compelled her to become an important advocate for the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County. 

Legal Aid presents this award to Dave Paliughi, Director Special Education Department, Redwood City 
School District in honor of his commitment to equal access to justice.

Natalie M. Lanam Award

Dave Paliughi



Natalie M. Lanam Award

Dave Paliughi

Need is everywhere, and by committing their human resources to help low-income clients in 
conservatorship or guardianship matters, Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle assures that the need 
for counsel in those areas is met. In its practice, Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle represents with 
compassion individuals who are suffering through the most difficult parts of life–death of a loved 
one, incapacity of a loved one, or a divorce. It’s that same compassion that motivates their lawyers 
to volunteer regularly with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County. 

When Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle attorneys take a conservatorship or guardianship pro bono 
case with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County, it helps their young lawyers to absorb the 
values of community service which pervade the firm.  Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle partners 
spend substantial time mentoring young lawyers not only in their own firm, but with other pro bono 
attorneys from other areas of the law. The firm often discusses pro bono cases at its weekly staff 
lunches, finding motivation to volunteer again as they share in the travails of disadvantaged clients, 
and take joy in achieving legal success. 

- Chuck Riffle

"

Every lawyer has the duty 
to uphold the honor and 
standards of our profession, 
and improve not only the law 
but the fair administration of 
justice. In our system of justice, 
all litigants, rich and poor, must 
have counsel to assure that 
disputes are fairly resolved.

Dorothy M. Wolfe Award

Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle, APC

This award is in memory of one of the first women attorneys in San Mateo County, noted for her 
deep belief in equal access to justice. Dorothy Wolfe was an ardent supporter of the Legal Aid 
Society of San Mateo County throughout her career. 

Legal Aid presents this award to the law firm of Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle, APC in honor of 
their commitment to equal access to justice.



With gratitude we acknowledge the 2018 leaders of our 
community who improve thousands of lives through justice.

OUR SPONSORS

At Cooley LLP, we are the counselors, strategists and advocates for today's and 
tomorrow's leaders of the business economy. We seek to meet the evolving needs of 
our clients by building a community of professionals of the highest caliber who share 
our vision and embrace our values.

Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi, Nastari & Riddle LLP is a small town firm with a national 
reputation. With offices on the historic El Camino Real, in Millbrae, California, 
and in the coastside community of Half Moon Bay, our team of highly skilled and 
remarkably personable lawyers represents a broad array of clients, ranging from local 
families to the stockholders of major corporations.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier legal advisor to technology, life 
sciences, and other growth enterprises worldwide. We represent companies at every 
stage of development, from entrepreneurial start-ups to multibillion-dollar global 
corporations, as well as the venture firms, private equity firms, and investment banks 
that finance and advise them

SENIOR PARTNER



Founded in 1931, Weil has been a preeminent provider of legal services 
for more than 80 years. Widely recognized by those covering the legal 
profession as best in class, Weil’s lawyers regularly advise clients globally 
on their most complex Litigation, Corporate, Restructuring, and Tax and 
Benefits matters. 

              PARTNER

Morrison & Foerster is a firm of exceptional credentials. Our name is 
synonymous with a commitment to client service that informs everything 
that we do. We are recognized throughout the world as a leader in 
providing cutting-edge legal advice on matters that are redefining 
practices and industries.

For more than 60 years, Baker McKenzie's people have helped nurture 
a unique global organization. From starting off with four lawyers, a 
secretary and fees totaling USD 75,000 in 1949, to becoming one of 
the largest law firms by revenues, markets and headcount today, Baker 
McKenzie's commitment to excellence underpins their path to success.

Founded in 2004, Facebook's mission is to give people the power 
to build community and bring the world closer together. People use 
Facebook to stay connected with friends and family, to discover what's 
going on in the world, and to share and express what matters to them. 

Latham is dedicated to working with clients to help them achieve their 
business goals and overcome legal challenges anywhere in the world. 
From a global platform of more than 30 offices, the firm's lawyers help 
clients succeed.

Founded in 1994, Exelixis, Inc. is a commercially successful, oncology-
focused biotechnology company that strives to accelerate the discovery, 
development and commercialization of new medicines for difficult-to-
treat cancers. 

Orrick focuses on serving the Technology, Energy & Infrastructure 
and Finance sectors globally. Clients worldwide call on Orrick teams 
for forward-looking commercial advice on transactions, litigation and 
compliance matters. Orrick brings distinctive quality, teamwork and value 
to the table – and innovate in everything we do.

One of the oldest law firm-affiliated charitable foundations in the United 
States, the Foundation is funded chiefly by Morrison & Foerster partners, 
with additional support from the firm's professional staff and other 
individuals. Over the years the Morrison & Foerster Foundation has 
contributed $52 million to organizations that share our vision of a better 
today and tomorrow.

Gilead Sciences, Inc. is a research-based biopharmaceutical company 
that discovers, develops and commercializes innovative medicines in 
areas of unmet medical need. We strive to transform and simplify care 
for people with life-threatening illnesses around the world. 



Alston & Bird LLP  |  Anderson Yazdi Hwang Minton + Horn LLP  |  Covington & Burling LLP
Dechert LLP  |  Fish & Richardson P.C.  |  Gibson Dunn  |  Haynes and Boone, LLP
Hemming Morse - Forensic Accountants  |  Jorgenson, Siegel, McClure & Flegel, LLP
King & Spalding LLP  |  The Lanam Family  |  LinkedIn  |  Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Morgan Lewis  |  Pepper Hamilton LLP  |  Simpson, Garrity, Innes & Jacuzzi, P.C.
Viola Law Firm, P.C.  |  WilmerHale

Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle, APC  |  Fox Shjeflo Hartley & Babu LLP  |  Hanson Bridgett LLP
Hanson Crawford Crum Family Law Group LLP  |  Hewlett Packard Enterprise  |  Lakin Spears, LLP
McDermott Will & Emery  |  Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Uccelli & Associates Certified Deposition & Trial Court Reporters  |  Upwork, Inc. 

OUR SPONSORS cont'

SENIOR ASSOCIATE

ASSOCIATE

FRIEND

The 21st Annual And Justice for All Awards Luncheon Committee expresses its gratitude for the special 
consideration provided by the following: Copenhagen Balloons and Promotions, Jamie Soja, Soja Photography 
and Florian Reidel, General Manager of the Four Seasons Hotel Silicon Valley at East Palo Alto.

OF COUNSEL
Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy only represents people or entities in cases 
involving just principles or causes. The key to CPM’s success is its expe-
rienced attorneys and staff and their innovative approach to litigating 
complex matters in a cost-effective and efficient manner. All too often, 
legal matters can draw out for years. 



Alston & Bird LLP  |  Anderson Yazdi Hwang Minton + Horn LLP  |  Covington & Burling LLP
Dechert LLP  |  Fish & Richardson P.C.  |  Gibson Dunn  |  Haynes and Boone, LLP
Hemming Morse - Forensic Accountants  |  Jorgenson, Siegel, McClure & Flegel, LLP
King & Spalding LLP  |  The Lanam Family  |  LinkedIn  |  Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Morgan Lewis  |  Pepper Hamilton LLP  |  Simpson, Garrity, Innes & Jacuzzi, P.C.
Viola Law Firm, P.C.  |  WilmerHale

Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle, APC  |  Fox Shjeflo Hartley & Babu LLP  |  Hanson Bridgett LLP
Hanson Crawford Crum Family Law Group LLP  |  Hewlett Packard Enterprise  |  Lakin Spears, LLP
McDermott Will & Emery  |  Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Uccelli & Associates Certified Deposition & Trial Court Reporters  |  Upwork, Inc. 



WHY I GIVE

"
I support the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 

County because it serves our low-income 
community members. The dedicated Legal 

Aid staff guides these clients through the legal 
process with tremendous skill and enthusiasm. 

We need to ensure that everyone has access to 
our legal system. Legal Aid does that. 

George Wailes
Attorney at Law

"
I am so grateful for the amazing work that Legal 
Aid does to provide access to high-quality legal 
representation to those in our community who 
need it the most.

 
Sarah Slayen
VP & Associate General Counsel - Securities
Ancestry

"

In our country, right now, lawyers are first 
responders.  Unfortunately, so many people 
in need of legal representation don’t have the 
means to afford a good attorney. By giving to the 
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County we give 
those people a chance to secure qualified legal 
counsel, learn their rights and have those rights 
protected.

Amanda L. RIddle
Partner
Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi & Riddle LLP



MAXIMIZE YOUR IMPACT

Join the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County Board and help 
bring justice to all. Your donations up to $10,000 will be matched 
1:1 by the Legal Aid Board! Make your generous gift to Legal Aid 
TODAY by going to www.bit.ly/andjustice18. 

$100
Advises 
seniors 

about fraud 
& scams

$500
Teaches

parents to 
advocate 
for their 

children with 
disabilities

$250
Educates 

immigrants 
about their 
legal rights

$2500
Provides domestic 
violence survivors 

with representation 
at trial

$1000
Helps families 

avoid homelessness

$100
YOU 

DONATE

$100
LASSMC 

BOARD MATCHES+ = $200
YOU DOUBLE
YOUR IMPACT

 Thank You



The mission of the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County is to 
fight social injustice through civil legal advocacy for people living in 
poverty.
 
Our vision is for every person to have the basic necessities of life, 
including safe affordable housing, access to health care, economic 
security, secure immigration status, an appropriate education and 
freedom from violence and abuse. 
 
We strive to empower people to overcome the causes and effects of 
poverty so they can participate in their community with dignity and 
respect. We seek to remove barriers related to poverty, disability, 
race, language, age, gender, sexual orientation and immigration 
status through community education, legal representation, systemic 
advocacy and collaboration with community partners.
 

OF SAN MATEO COUNTY

Legal Aid Society



21st Annual And Justice for All Awards Lunch Committee
Karen N. Ballack  I  Co-Chair  I  Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Allison R. Watkins  I  Co-Chair  I  Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
George R. Corey  I  Chair Emeritus  I  Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi & Riddle LLP

Tom Fitzpatrick  I  Pepper Hamilton LLP
Kirsten Keith  I  Council Member of Menlo Park, Attorney at Law 
Donna Lanam 
Sarah Murphy  I  Miclean Gleason LLP
Amanda Riddle  I  Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi & Riddle LLP
Sarah Slayen  I  Ancestry
Julie Uccellli  I  Uccelli & Associates, Certified Deposition & Trial Court Reporters
Susan Uccelli  I  Uccelli & Associates, Certified Deposition & Trial Court Reporters 
George Wailes  I  Attorney at Law 

Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County Board of Directors
Janice S. Tam  I  President  I  Estatable LLC
Ara R. Jabagchourian  I  Vice President  I  Law Office of Ara Jabagchourian
Adam J. Zapala  I  Secretary  I  Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy LLP
Greg Regan, C.P.A.  I  Treasurer  I  Hemming Morse CPAs

Aaron M. Armstrong  I  Visa Inc.
Jessica Arner  I  Lakin Spears LLP
Laura I. Bushnell  I  King & Spalding LLP  
Vera M. Elson  I  Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Lynne Esselstein  I  San Mateo Public Library Foundation
Karen Greenwood  I  Spruce Health
Stacey Keare  
Mary H. Lin  I  Bay Wealth Legal Group, LLP
Ann M. Thai
Leticia G. Toledo  I  Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle, APC
Alison R. Watkins  I  Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Laurence A. Weiss  
Rand N. White  I  Dyer & White LLP
David C. Wilson  I  VenEarth Group, LLC

Advisory Committee
Maureen P. Alger  I  Cooley LLP
Janette Leonidou  I  Leonidou & Rosin Professional Corporation
Charles M. Riffle  I  Aaron, Riechert, Carpol & Riffle, APC
Dan K. Siegel  I  Jorgenson, Siegel, McClure & Flegel, LLP
Kristi Cotton Spence  I  Law Office of Kristi Cotton Spence
Timothy C. Wright  I  Law Offices of Timothy C. Wright
Golnar Yazdi  I  Anderson Yazdi Hwang Minton + Horn LLP  



OF SAN MATEO COUNTY

Legal Aid Society


